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11th Annual Statewide Symposium
in Support of Service Members,

Veterans and Their Families
April 21 & 22, 2021 | Arizona

Virtual Conference Center

 For ten straight years we gathered at Desert Willow Conference Center for the 

only annual conference in Arizona that brings together the military, government and 

community in support of all who serve and their families. The pandemic disrupted our 

2020 event, so this year we welcome you to join us in the ACMF Virtual Conference 

Center for the 11th Statewide Symposium.

 The format may be different, however the focus remains the same…connecting 

and learning to strengthen how we collectively care for, serve, support, employ, 

educate and assist the 500,000+ service members, veterans and their families that call 

Arizona home.

 We are excited to welcome people to the event from around Arizona and 

beyond!

The Arizona Coalition for Military Families is a nationally-recognized public/private partnership focused on building 

Arizona’s capacity to care for and support all service members, veterans, their families and communities. The 

initiatives of the Coalition are funded in part by the Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and Family, Arizona Department 

of Veterans’ Services, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, AHCCCS and other public and private sector stakeholders. 

Learn more about the work of the Coalition and our partners at: www.ArizonaCoalition.org

-The Symposium Planning Team
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11th Annual Symposium
Planning Committee

Event Team

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE SYMPOSIUM PLANNING COMMITTEE

AND OUR EVENT TEAM FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

EVENT GUIDE CONTENTS

KRISTIN MUSCH, RN
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona

JESSICA ROZA
Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services

ANN TARPY, M. ED.
Governor’s Council on

Spinal and Head Injuries

KELLY ANNE WILDE
Arizona Coalition for Military Families

NICOLA WINKEL, MPA
Arizona Coalition for Military Families

THOMAS WINKEL, MA, LPC
Arizona Coalition for Military Families

MICHAEL WOLD
Faith and Spirituality Track Chair

NICKI BARTRAM, MPA, MC, LPC
Arizona Coalition for Military Families

IGNACIO BENAVENTE
Arizona Coalition for Military Families

AMY BOLTON, MBA
Arizona Coalition for Military Families

MONICA CABRERA
U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs

TODD DAHL, LCSW
U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs

CHESSA EMMONS
Arizona Coalition for Military Families

CARA GARCIA, LCSW
U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs

DIRECTOR - JEFF COOPER
SyndiKast

PRODUCER - STACY LLOYD
Llyod Media Group

Sponsor Acknowledgments

Event Agenda

Breakout Session Planning Guide

Breakout Session Descriptions

 2021 Statewide Symposium | Page 3 | www.ArizonaCoalition.org/symposium



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
SYMPOSIUM EVENT SPONSORS!

– TITLE SPONSORS –

– PRESENTING SPONSORS –

Special thanks to the Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and Family and AHCCCS for continued
partnership in support of Arizona’s service members, veterans & their families.

– PARTNER SPONSORS –

– SUPPORTING SPONSORS –
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Arizona Department 
of Veterans’ Services

For Arizona Veterans and those who care for them.

602-2
55-3

373

CALL U
S

TODAY!
       

         The Arizona Department of Veterans’ 

                   Services (ADVS) is a state agency that 

       serves and provides advocacy to Veterans, 

          service members and their families. 
 

    ADVS provides direct services to Arizona’s Veteran   

      community through benefits counseling, Arizona 

   Veterans’ Memorial Cemeteries, Arizona State Veteran   

     Homes and many other programs that support Veterans.
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The Be Connected  Ecosystem of Support

We’re on a mission to connect every Arizona service member, veteran & family member 
to support and resources through our Ecosystem of Support  - a unified network of 

people, organizations and communities.

Learn more and join us at www.ConnectVeterans.org
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Note: SMVF = Service Members, Veterans & their Families | All times are Arizona (MST)

www.ArizonaCoalition.org | info@arizonacoalition.org

for

2021 STATEWIDE SYMPOSIUM IN SUPPORT OF SERVICE MEMBERS, VETERANS & THEIR FAMILIES

APRIL 21 & 22, 2021 - VIRTUAL CONFERENCE CENTER

Log in at: www.AcmfEventCenter.org

DAY 1 - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021

0800 - 0830

0830 - 0930

0930 - 0940

0940 - 1025

1025 - 1035

1035 - 1120

1120 - 1130

1130 - 1200

Log in to Virtual Conference Center | Networking | Visit Sponsors
Go to the agenda for the link to your chosen breakout session

GENERAL SESSION
Opening Ceremony | Be Connected Leadership Partners | Ecosystem of Support

BREAK - Transition to Breakout Session

BREAK - Transition to Breakout Session

BREAK - Transition to General Session

TRACK SMVF SMVF HELPERS PARTNERS TOPICS COVID-19

TRACK SMVF SMVF HELPERS PARTNERS TOPICS COVID-19

Briefing
I

(Choose
One)

Briefing
II

(Choose
One)

GENERAL SESSION - Forum | Where We’ve Been & Where We’re Going

Mindfulness
Trauma Informed

Care in Faith
Communities

VA Q &A

The Impact of
COVID-19 on the
Military & Veteran

Community

Parenting in a
Pandemic

Reaching Rural
Veterans

Secure Your
Weapon:

Firearm Safety

The Role of Faith
Communities

Intimate Partner
Violence & Family

Violence

Self-Care and
Well-Being

Veteran Access to
Transportation:

Barriers &
Solutions

Women Veterans
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Note: SMVF = Service Members, Veterans & their Families | All times are Arizona (MST)

www.ArizonaCoalition.org | info@arizonacoalition.org

for

2021 STATEWIDE SYMPOSIUM IN SUPPORT OF SERVICE MEMBERS, VETERANS & THEIR FAMILIES

APRIL 21 & 22, 2021 - VIRTUAL CONFERENCE CENTER

Log in at: www.AcmfEventCenter.org

DAY 2 - THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2021

0800 - 0830

0830 - 0930

0930 - 0940

0940 - 1025

1025 - 1035

1035 - 1120

1120 - 1130

1130 - 1200

GENERAL SESSION
Career Navigation | Employer Spotlight | Arizona Corporate Council on Veteran Careers

BREAK - Transition to Breakout Session

BREAK - Transition to Breakout Session

BREAK - Transition to General Session

TRACK SMVF SMVF HELPERS PARTNERS TOPICS COVID-19

TRACK SMVF SMVF HELPERS PARTNERS TOPICS COVID-19

Briefing
I

(Choose
One)

Briefing
II

(Choose
One)

GENERAL SESSION - Forum | Closing & Ways to Engage

Military Sexual
Trauma

Opioid Use
Disorders

VA Caregiver
Support Program

Updates

Employer
Engagement to
Support Veteran

Success

Arizona’s CDC
High Risk Project

The Effects of
COVID-19 on the

Brain

VA Home Loans:
Changes &

Updates

Career
Navigation

Warning Signs of
Suicide & Steps

to Take

Pathway to Be
Connected
Partnership

Bridging the
Digital Divide

Vaccine Delivery
to Veterans,
Caregivers &

Family Members

Log in to Virtual Conference Center | Networking | Visit Sponsors
Go to the agenda for the link to your chosen breakout session
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VIRTUAL CONFERENCE CENTER GUIDE
When you get to the symposium website (www.AcmfEventCenter.org),

click anywhere to enter the virtual conference center

Once you get to the conference lobby, make your choice and click on

the symposium banner in the center to select where you want to go.

For example, click on General Sessions to go to the general session.

Home

Lobby
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You can also click the menu button in the top-right-hand corner of
the site at anytime to visit anywhere in the virtual conference center.

Visit the Agenda page to easily join any session you
would like to visit.
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There is a lounge for virtual networking!



Hold for APS
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Hold for
Boeing

Connect With Us
on Social Media at:

facebook.com/BeConnectedAZ

linkedin.com/company/BeConnectedAZ

for

facebook.com/ArizonaCoalition

linkedin.com/company/ArizonaCoalition

twitter.com/AzCoalition
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Fostering Meaningful Career
Opportunities for Arizona’s

Visit www.ConnectVeterans.org/CareerNav

Transitioning Service Members

Guard and Reserve Members

Veterans

Military Spouses/Partners

 2021 Statewide Symposium | Page 14 | www.ArizonaCoalition.org/symposium



11th ANNUAL STATEWIDE SYMPOSIUM IN SUPPORT OF
SERVICE MEMBERS, VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES

SESSION SELECTION GUIDE

Each day of the Symposium, participants are invited to join the virtual 
conference center.

There are two general sessions each day.

There are two breakout sessions each day. You are welcome to attend 
your selected session in any of the five tracks each day.

Please see the event agenda for an overview of the entire schedule, and 
go to the virtual conference center for links to the general sessions and 
breakout sessions.

Visit acmfeventcenter.org/presenters for brief bios on all our presenters.

Sessions will be recorded and will be available to view on our website 
after the symposium.

The following pages have short descriptions of each briefing to help you 
plan your Symposium experience.

TRACKS

Service Members, Veterans
& Their Families (SMVF)

Helpers

Partners

Topics

COVID-19 
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SESSION SELECTION GUIDE

Wednesday, April 21

General Session
0830 - 0930

General Session
1130 - 1200

General Session
1130 - 1200

General Session
0830 - 0930

Thursday, April 22

Login| Network
0800 - 0830

Login| Network
0800 - 0830

Break 0930 - 0940 Break 0930 - 0940

BREAKOUT SESSION II
1035 - 1120

Choose One

BREAKOUT SESSION IV
1035 - 1120

Choose One

BREAKOUT SESSION I
0940 - 1025

Choose One

Veteran Access to Transportation:
Barriers and Solutions

Women Veterans

Mindfulness

Trauma Informed Care in
Faith Communities

VA Q&A

The Impact of COVID-19
on the Military & Veteran
Community

Parenting in a Pandemic

Reaching Rural Veterans

Secure Your Weapon:
Firearm Safety

The Role of Faith
in Communities

Intimate Partner Violence
and Family Violence

Self-Care and Well-Being

VA Home Loans:
Updates and Changes

Career Navigation

Warning Signs of Suicide
& Signs to Take

Pathway to Be Connected
Partnership

Bridging the Digital Divide

Vaccine Delivery to Veterans,
Caregivers & Family Members

BREAKOUT SESSION III
0940 - 1025

Choose One

Military Sexual Trauma

Opioid Use Disorders

VA Caregiver Support Program
Updates

Employer Engagement to Support
Veteran Success

Arizona’s CDC High Risk Project

The Effects of COVID-19
on the Brain

Break 1025 - 1035

Break 1120 - 1130

Break 1025 - 1035

Break 1120 - 1130
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To view the agenda in the Virtual Conference Center, visit www.AcmfEventCenter.org/Agenda



BRIEFING SESSION I | Page 1
APRIL 21, 2021 0940 - 1025 

AcmfEventCenter.org
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BRIEFING SESSION I | Page 2
APRIL 21, 2021 0940 - 1025 

AcmfEventCenter.org
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BRIEFING SESSION II | Page 1
APRIL 21, 2021 1035 - 1125 

AcmfEventCenter.org
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BRIEFING SESSION II | Page 2
APRIL 21, 2021 1035 - 1125 

AcmfEventCenter.org
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BRIEFING SESSION III | Page 1
APRIL 22, 2021 940 - 1025 

AcmfEventCenter.org
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BRIEFING SESSION III | Page 2
APRIL 22, 2021 940 - 1025 

AcmfEventCenter.org
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BRIEFING SESSION IV | Page 1
APRIL 22, 2021 1035 - 1120 

AcmfEventCenter.org
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BRIEFING SESSION IV | Page 2
APRIL 22, 2021 1035 - 1120 

AcmfEventCenter.org
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Learn more at ConnectVeterans.org/Survey

3rd Arizona Veterans Survery

Summer 2021
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THANK YOU
FOR JOINING US!

ARIZONA COALITION FOR MILITARY FAMILIES

11th ANNUAL STATEWIDE

SYMPOSIUM
IN SUPPORT OF SERVICE MEMBERS,
VETERANS & THEIR FAMILIES

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE CENTER
EVENT GUIDE

APRIL 21 & 22, 2021
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